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Abstract 
This is a case study model which has applied descriptive analytical approach. The study aims to evaluate the reality of achieving
the goals of Education for All (EFA) in Sudan by the mid- term of Dakar commitment deadline (2000-2008-2015). The Basic 
Education was chosen as a case for the study; a list of thirteen indicators was used as standard instrument to compare the 
situation between the schooling year of 2001-02 which represented the kick-point (2001) and the schooling year of 2008-09 
which represented the mid-term of the commitment for the whole Sudan, The analysis of data, including percentages and rates, 
was conducted through SPSS 20 for Windows. The findings showed that Sudan can’t reach the majority of the set targets such as 
Intake, Enrolment, Transition Rate from Basic to Secondary, Pupil/Teacher Ratio, and Expenditure Rates by 2015, which 
represent the 60% of the goals of EFA. However, they will reach the academic and transfer rates such as Promotion, Repetition, 
Dropouts and Survival Rate to Grade5. In addition, there were no statistically significant differences between boys and girls in
achieving the set goals, except for pupil/teacher ratio in basic education. 
© 2014 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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Introduction
In 2000, the international community met at the World Education Forum in Dakar, Senegal; an event which drew 
1100 participants world-wide. The participants committed themselves to providing a compulsory, free and good 
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quality education for all the children, youth and adults by 2015. So to cater for this need, they formulated six goals 
of education for all, targeted to be achieved by 2015. Moreover, they also established twelve strategies for the 
implementation stage. The eleventh strategy urges the countries to provide a regular on-going assessment. It also 
underscores the need to evaluate the progress towards achieving those goals and strategies for the effective 
participation on the conference, which aims to develop a global education agenda beyond 2015. Moreover, they 
provided some technical guidance for the national scope of the assessment process, the content, outline of the 
reports, indicators, and a timetable. Therefore, the researcher is trying to give an image of the situation in Sudan at 
the mid -term of Dakar commitment, in accordance with the indicators of the technical guidance provided.  
Objectives of the study:   
This study investigates the following objectives: 
1 - The situation of Basic Education in Sudan in 2001, Key EFA.  
2 - The situation of Basic Education in Sudan in 2008, Mid-term of Dakar commitment 
3- The extent to which they achieved the EFA goals by 2008. 
4 - The level that can be achieved by 2015, a limit of Dakar commitment. 
5 – The differences in genders with regard to achieving the set goals. 
Basic Education:  
Basic education was defined in the World Conference on EFA 1990 as "The whole range of educational activities, 
taking place in various settings that aim to meet basic learning needs as defined in the World Declaration on 
Education for All (Jomtien, Thailand, 1990). According to ISCED standard, basic education comprises primary 
education (first stage of basic education) and lower secondary education (second stage). It also covers a wide variety 
of non-formal and informal public and private activities intended to meet the basic learning needs of people of all 
ages".(World Conference on EFA: Meeting Basic Learning Needs, Jomtien, Thailand,1990) 
Basic Education in Sudan 
The educational system of Sudan aims at the preparation of the country's youth for effective participation in social, 
economic and political life, taking into account that it provides for a longer and a lower cost of general education. 
To cater for this, the system is structured on two main levels, Basic Education level and Secondary Education level.  
The Basic education level is a level of a consecutive eight years of schooling, targeting the children aged 6-13 years. 
At the end of this level, students sit for the Basic level certificate examination which qualifies them for admission to 
secondary school for three years of schooling or else the labour market. (Ministry of General Education of Sudan, 
2008, 25). 
Goal of Education for all concerning Basic Education 
As was introduced previously, the Dakar Framework 2000 identified six key measurable education goals called " 
The Goals of Education for all", the goals aim to meet the learning needs of all children, youth and adults by 2015 
targeting the early childhood, children at Basic Education age, young people and adults literacy,gender, and the 
quality of education. So, the second goal concerning Basic Education was mentioned "Ensuring that by 2015 all 
children, particularly girls, children in difficult circumstances and those belonging to ethnic minorities, have access 
to, and complete free and compulsory primary education of good quality".(UNESCO,2009).  
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Table1.SubͲStatisticalBackgroundforwholeSudan
Whole Sudan 2001 2008 
Total Population (000)  31,081 39,155 
Annual population growth rate (%)  2.63 2.5 
Sex ratio (women per 100 men)  *98.52 *95.31 
Population aged 6 (000) 895 1,249 
Population aged 6 (%) 2.8 3.2 
Population aged 6-13  (000) 6.138 8.744 
Population aged 6-13  (%) 19.2 22.3 
Total number of enrolment (Basic Education)  3,537,279 5,800,829 
Total number of Teachers (Basic Education)  128,483 161,345 
Total number of Schools (Basic Education)  12,085 18,052 
GDP (current US$ million)  **13.182.872.555 **54.082.389.393 
Methodology: 
The researcher perceives this study to be a very important study of its kind; it is a prototype study which could be 
used in the educational polices, Due to this reason, the researcher adopted the analytical approach. He mainly 
analysed Sudan MoE yearly statistical books that were issued in 2001 and 2008 and then he made the statistical 
projections till 2015 on thirteen quantitative indicators for both boys and girls in basic education. Furthermore, he 
made comparisons among the boys and girls per year as well as within both boys and girls.  
Data Analyses: 
Table2..BoysIndicatorsin2001,2008andtheStatisticalprojectionsby2015
Indicators 2001 2008 
Difference 
of rates 
2008/2001 
Expected
by 2015 
Standard 
Result
Gross Intake Ratio in Basic Education (GIR)  72.9 77.6 4.7 82.3 100 not reach 
Net Intake Rate in Basic Education (NIR), .. .. .. .. 100 .. 
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) 61.8 67.4 5.6 73 100 not reach 
Net Enrolment Rate (NER) .. .. .. .. 100 .. 
Promotion Rate   90.4 94.6 4.2 98.8 100 | reach 
Repetition Rate 5.7 4.2 -1.5 2.7 0 | reach 
Dropout Rate 3.9 1.2 -2.7 -1.5 0 reach 
Survival Rate to Grade 5 88.8 94.4 5.6 100 100 reach 
Transition Rate from Basic to Secondary(TR) 68.7 74.5 5.8 80.3 100 not reach 
Percentage of Trained Teachers in Basic 
Education 65.9 63.7 2.2 61.5 100 not reach 
Pupil/Teacher Ratio in Basic Education 1:28 1:50 22 1:72 1:40 not reach 
Public Expenditure on Education as a Percentage 
of GDP 
… … … … … … 
Public Expenditure on Education as a Percentage 
of Total Government Expenditure 
… … … … … … 
Public current expenditure on Basic education 
per pupil (US$ PPP) 
… … … … … … 
Figure1:BoysIndicatorsin2001,2008

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Table (1) and chart (1) show that the Gross Intake Ratio in Basic Education (GIR) for boys is 72.9% in 2001 (Key 
EFA), and it increases by a rate equal to 4.7% per seven years to reach 77.6 % in 2008 (mid-term EFA). So if we 
assume that the same rate continues for the next period of seven years, the expected Intake ratio by 2015 must be 
82.3 % which is less than the standard point of 100 % .This indicates that the boys can't reach EFA goal concerning 
the Intake Ratio by 2015.This also applies to the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) which increases by 5.6% from 61.8 
to 67.4 then to 73 by 2015 which is also less than the standard point. However, they will nearly reach EFA goal 
concerning the promotion rate according to the kick-point of 90.4% in 2001 which is already very high and 
increases by the rate of 4.2% to reach 94.6 % by 2008 and then 98.8 % by 2015.This means that the Repetition and 
Dropout rates should be very low because the promotion rate is very high as we see in table (1), indicating that the 
boys may reach the standard point of the Repetition and Dropout rate which is supposed to be almost zero. This 
result complies with Survival Rate to Grade 5 which grows up by 5.6 % to equal 100% by 2015; although, we are 
disappointed with the Transition Rate from Basic to Secondary (TR) which is very far from the standard with a gap 
equal to 20% by 2015. 
Concerning the teaching rates, the percentage of trained teachers in Basic Education doesn’t not exceed beyond 
61.5%. At the same time, pupil/teacher ratio will be 72 pupils per teacher by 2015 which is not proportionate to the
standard of 40 pupils per teacher. 
Table3.GirlsIndicatorsin2001,2008andtheStatisticalprojectionsby2015
Indicators   
Difference 
of rates 
2008/2001 
Expected
by 2015 
Standard 
Result
Gross Intake Ratio in Basic Education (GIR)  61.9 74.8 12.9 87.7 100 not reach 
Net Intake Rate in Basic Education (NIR), .. .. .. .. 100 .. 
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) 53.2 64.6 11.4 76 100 not reach 
Net Enrolment Rate (NER) .. .. .. .. 100 .. 
Promotion Rate   *89.1 *94.2 5.1 99.3 100 | reach 
Repetition Rate *6.8 4.4 -2.4 2 0 | reach 
Dropout Rate *4.1 1.4 -2.7 -1.3 0 reach 
Survival Rate to Grade 5 *89.7 94.3 4.6 98.9 100 | reach 
Transition Rate from Basic to Secondary(TR) 69.1 73.1 4 77.1 100 not reach 
Percentage of Trained Teachers in Basic 
Education 58.7 57.2 -1.5 55.7 100 not reach 
Pupil/Teacher Ratio in Basic Education 1:28 1:27 -1 1:26 40 reach 
Public Expenditure on Education as a Percentage 
of GDP 
… … … … … … 
Public Expenditure on Education as a Percentage 
of Total Government Expenditure 
… … … … … … 
Public current expenditure on Basic education per 
pupil (US$ PPP) 
… … … … … … 
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Figure2:GirlsIndicatorsin2001,2008
Table (3) and chart (2) show that the Gross Intake Ratio (GIR) in Basic Education for girls is 61.9% in 2001, and it 
jumps to 74.8 % in 2008 by a rate equal to 12.9% per seven -year to reach 87.7% by 2015; however, it's less than the 
standard point of 100 %. This indicates that the girls can't reach EFA goal concerning the Intake Ratio by 2015 as 
well. The same also applies to the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) which increases by a high rate, equal to 11.4%, to 
reach 76 % by 2015 which is also less than the standard point. But they will approximately reach EFA goal 
concerning the promotion rate according to the kick-point of 89.1% in 2001 and 99.3 % by 2015. This means that 
the Repetition and the Dropout rates will approach to zero by 2015, and the girls will also reach the standard point 
for Survival Rate to Grade 5, which grows up by rate equal to 5.1%. 
Table4:BothboysandGirlsIndicatorsin2001,2008andtheStatisticalprojectionsby2015
Indicators 2001 2008 
Difference 
of rates 
between
2008/2001 
Expected
by 2015 
Standard 
Result
Gross Intake Ratio in Basic Education (GIR) 67.5 76.3 8.8 85.1 100 not reach 
Net Intake Rate in Basic Education (NIR), .. .. .. .. 100 .. 
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) 57.6 66.1 8.5 74.6 100 not reach 
Net Enrolment Rate (NER) .. .. .. .. 100 .. 
Promotion Rate *89.8 *94.4 4.6 99 100 | reach 
Repetition Rate *6.3 4.3 -2 2.3 0 | reach 
Dropout Rate *4.0 1.3 -2.7 -1.4 0 reach 
Survival Rate to Grade 5 *89.2 94.1 4.9 99 100 | reach 
Transition Rate from Basic to Secondary(TR) 67.7 72.5 4.8 77.3 100 not reach 
Percentage of Trained Teachers in Basic Education 61.6 59.7 -1.9 57.8 100 not reach 
Pupils/Teacher Ratio in Basic Education 28:1 1:36 8 44 40 not reach 
Public Expenditure on Education as a Percentage 
of GDP 6.9 … … … 25 not reach 
Public Expenditure on Education as a Percentage 
of Total Government Expenditure … … … … … … 
Public current expenditure on Basic education per 
pupil (US$ PPP) … … … … … … 
Concerning the Transition Rate from Basic to Secondary (TR), the girls also will not reach the standard point 
because they may stop on a point of 77.1 % by 2015, which is very far from the standard with a gap of 22.9%. 
For the teaching rates among the girls teachers, the percentage of their training is weaker than the boys one, it does 
not exceed 58.7% in 2001; moreover, it decreases by a ratio equal to 1.5% ,which leads to a percentage of  less than 
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56% by 2015, although  the  ratio of girls pupils/ teacher is not greater than 28 per teacher in 2001 and  27 pupils in 
2008  which will not be more than 1:26 by 2015(The rate in the developed Arabic countries is 1:25).
Figure3:BothboysandGirlsIndicatorsin2001,2008

In general, Table (4) and chart (3) show that Sudan cannot reach the majority of the goals of EFA for both genders 
such as Gross Intake Ratio (GIR), Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER), Transition Rate from Basic to Secondary (TR), 
Percentage of Trained Teachers in Basic Education, and the Public Expenditure on Education as a percentage of 
GDP which is less than 7% as we see in 2001. So it can be concluded that they (Sudan) can only reach the academic 
and transfer’s rates such as Promotion rate, Repetition, Dropout and Survival Rate to Grade 5, which represent only 
40% of the total mentioned indicators.  
Table5:Boys/GirlsIndicatorsin2001,2008andtheStatisticalprojectionsby2015
Indicators 2001 2008 2015 Result 
 Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls 
Gross Intake Ratio in Basic Education 
(GIR) 72.9 61.9 77.6 74.8 82.3 87.7 not reach not reach 
Net Intake Rate in Basic Education (NIR), .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) 61.8 53.2 67.4 64.6 73 76 not reach not reach 
Net Enrolment Rate (NER) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Promotion Rate 90.4 *89.1 94.6 *94.2 98.8 99.3 reach reach 
Repetition Rate 5.8 *6.8 4.2 4.4 2.6 2 not reach not reach 
Dropout Rate 3.9 *4.1 1.2 1.4 -1.5 -1.3 reach reach 
Survival Rate to Grade 5 88.8 *89.7 94.4 94.3 100 98.9 reach reach 
Transition Rate from Basic to 
Secondary(TR) 68.7 69.1 74.5 73.1 80.3 
77.1 not reach not reach 
Percentage of Trained Teachers in Basic 
Education 65.9 58.7 63.7 57.2 61.5 55.7 not reach not reach 
Pupil/Teacher Ratio in Basic Education 1:28 1:28 1:50 1:27 1:72 1:26 not reach reach 
Public Expenditure on Education as a 
Percentage of GDP … … … … … … … … 
Public Expenditure on Education as a 
Percentage of Total Government 
Expenditure 
… … … … … … … … 
Public current expenditure on Basic 
education per pupil (US$ PPP) … … … … … … … … 
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Figure4:Boys/GirlsIndicatorsin2001
Figure5:Boys/GirlsIndicatorsin2008
Figure6:Boys/GirlsIndicatorsin2015
Table 5 and charts 4, 5 & 6 show that there were no statistically significant differences among boys and girls in 
achieving the set goals except for pupil/teacher ratio in basic education where the girls will reach the desired ratio of 
1:26; while the ratio of pupil/ teacher for boys will be 1: 72 by 2015 which is far from the desired target.  
   
3373 Abdelrahman Elhadi Ahmed Abdallah /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  174 ( 2015 )  3366 – 3373 
Appendix 
* Researcher calculation 
** World Bank estimation 
… No data available 
.. Not applicable 
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